
For the Love of Roses
by William McClenathan

The year is 1987... 

Iran Contra is going on, Pennsylvania politician, 
R. Budd Dwyer, commits suicide on national tele-
vision, and Fiji becomes a republic. But, our tale 
today takes us to the David Austin Rose Garden in 
England. There amidst the fragrance and beauty of 
roses, a couple stood- in love, happy, and with a 
fantastic idea. At that moment John and Louise Cle-
ments realized the need for these beautiful roses in 
America. According to Louise, her husband, John’s, 
exact quote was, “This (meaning the roses) is what 
the United States gardeners are gonna want, this is 
what we’re gonna do.” 

With that simple, yet life altering, statement, John and Louise went home and began to map their future. Hav-
ing been hybridizing miniature roses for 15 years, John was not at all concerned about their ability to create 
this new rose business concept. 

As many dreams do, this one did not come fast or cheap by any means. The next few years were spent acquir-
ing roses from England. Their specifc reason? American roses were often being sold with the “rose virus,” or 
“mosaic virus.” Although it takes a while for the virus to kill a plant, it continually weakens it and causes it to 
bloom with less and less vigor. This was simply unacceptable to the Clements. They wanted to be able to cre-
ate and see virus-free roses. Willing to accept nothing less than this, they shelled out a small fortune to import 
virus-free rose breeds. To this day, at Heirloom Roses you will only fi nd beautiful, elegant, and virus-free roses.

After fi nding the perfect plants to begin with, John and Louise began looking for the ideal location. Their search 
brought them to the idyllic, rustic countryside close to the small town of St Paul, Oregon. There, on 30 acres, 
they opened Heirloom Roses and began the process of making their dream a reality. Over the years their opera-
tion has grown to an outstanding example of what love and passion can produce. With 33 greenhouses, a total 
of 30 acres of stock plants and fi ve full acres of display gardens, one is hard pressed to fi nd a more bountiful or 
beautiful place to visit. All of the roses grown by Heirloom Roses are grown on the original rootstock, they are 
not grafted.  Add to that one of the most quaint and charming gift cottages and you can’t help but leave there 
with less money but certainly more love for gardening. 

As some love stories go, this one took a less fortunate turn. In 2007, after 28 years of marriage, that prince 
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of a man, John Clements, passed away. But fortunately for all of us who admire his vision, his beautiful and 
passionate wife continues this incredible and irreplaceable work. That is why Louise Clements is our Hortie this 
month. It is not possible to acknowledge and thank Louise and John enough for all that they have brought to 
the horticulture world. After all that this little power house of a woman has gone through recently, she continues 
to produce magnifi cent roses. The display gardens will literally take your breath away. Through it all, the good 
times and the not so good times, this effervescent lady has kept right on. 

Proof of this continued persistence and success is evident in the fact that there have only been two retail rose 
nurseries hybridizing roses on a large scale in the U.S.  Today, there is only one such nursery left, and that is 
Heirloom Roses. 

I believe this says volumes about John and Louise and their staff. Louise’s passion for roses is infectious. So 
grab your friends, jump in your cars, and make a trip to Heirloom Roses. And, if you’re lucky, you might just 
get the chance to meet Louise and see what I have seen in her. Your garden, and your life, will never be the 
same again.

You can visit Heirloom Roses online at www.heirloomroses.com
or in person at:

24062 NE Riverside Drive 
St Paul, OR 97137

Hours: 
May – September: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
October – April: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm 
*The gardens & cottage are closed on major holidays and on Sundays in November, December and January.

Contact Heirloom Roses at: (503) 538-1576 or info@heirloomroses.com


