
Take a Walk on the “Water” Side

July 2010

by William McClenathan

Nestled quietly away in the rolling hills of West Linn is a ser-
endipitous nursery called Hughes Water Gardens. From fi sh, 
to ponds, to plants- everything your green gardener’s heart 
could desire for water gardening can be found here. And, 
as if those things weren’t enough to make it our destination 
Adventure for July, Hughes is about to hold their annual Wa-
ter Lily Festival and Invitational Art Show. What is normally 
a picturesque nursery on a regular day transforms into a 
spectacular nursery showplace during this brief period each 
year. Boasting wine tasting, music, exotic water plants, and 
some of the most unique artwork around, Hughes’ Water Lily 
Festival is a must this summer. Currently entering its seventh 
year, this nine-day event has something for everyone!

Have you ever seen a picture of those gigantic Amazon water lilies whose pads are 
so large they can hold a person? Well, picture no more, see them for yourself at 
Hughes! On ‘Victoria Lily Bloom Night,’ one of the many events during the Water Lily 
Festival, you can casually stroll around viewing these giant beauties as well as other 
varieties of night blooming lilies for yourself. This is the leading Victoria Lily display 
on the west coast and you will not be disappointed when you see them. What better 
way to spend a Thursday evening than being transported to exotic locations all over 
the world, such as the untamed and mystical Amazon River? As an added treat, they 
have opened up another greenhouse with an extraordinary water feature display in 
it. I can’t wait to return and see the fi nished product!

On Friday evening they have the ‘Gala in the Garden Artists’ Reception’ where you can hear music, enjoy light 
appetizers, and lavish in wine tasting. Plus you will be able to meet many of the artists participating and talk 
to them about their works- getting an inside scoop on how they come up with their impressive creations. And 
yes... you can purchase the artwork then and there.

Hughes Water Gardens is the brainchild of owner Eamonn Hughes, and although it 
seems like just a few years ago that he opened his nursery, it was in fact in 1987. 
Eamonn has a rich history in aquatics, having created the largest indoor pond the 
Oregon Convention Center has ever seen as a piece for the Portland Home and 
Garden show a few years ago. Eamonn’s ability to create naturalistic water features 
is obvious as you meander thru his nursery. Everywhere the sound of water perme-
ates the air, relaxing you, arousing creativity in you, and drawing you along from 
beautiful sight to beautiful sight. 
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I love garden centers at night... something about the lighting and the attitudes of 
everyone is so much more peaceful and casual. Nowhere is this more true than at 
Hughes Water Lily Festival. The pastoral setting of Hughes Water Gardens is perfect 
for art, wine, music and of course... plant material. And the whole event is FREE! In 
lieu of charging a cover fee, they will be holding a food drive and suggest 2 cans be 
donated- a minuscule price indeed for this feast of the senses you will receive.

The dates of this inspiring event are July 24th –August 1st.

Special events throughout the festival include:

The Gala in the Garden Artists Reception; Friday evening July 23rd 6:30-8:30 pm.
The Victoria Lily Bloom Night is Thursday evening July 29th 6:30-9:00 pm.

For more information you are requested to visit their website at hugheswatergardens.com or give the store a 
call at 503.638.1709


