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Blooming Branches
By Judy Alleruzzo

The days of January are the ‘Dog Days’ of winter.
The holidays are over and it’s too early to start your
tomato plants. What's a gardener to do for fun?

On my list of to-do’s: pruning. Which can be fun in
its own right, but this year I've decided to make it a
little bit more colorful, by bring a few of the dormant
branches indoors to encourage them to bloom a little
early for me.

The great thing is that most all the materials you
need are right outside your door. Just put on your
rain gear, grab your pruners and get out into the garden. As in the rest of the year, there is always something to
notice in our gardens, even in the winter. We just need a little incentive to get out there.

Start by remembering your good pruning practices: use clean, sharp tools and make clean cuts at the appro-
priate places. When selecting branches to force, you want to pick the longest branches that have the plumpest
buds. Even before the buds burst into blooms, these tall graceful branches can look

very artistic in a vase.

Once you have selected the perfect branches, split the branch ends about two
inches up the stem and trim off any smaller branches that would be under water.
Then place the branches in your vase of warm water.

You'll want to change the water every few days to keep it clean and you may need
to re-cut the branch ends. It’s important to be patient. It sometimes takes sev-
eral days to a few weeks for buds to open. If you are feeling impatient begin with
branches that open the earliest; like Forsythia. Branches of plants blooming later
may be easier to force as it gets closer to their normal bloom time. ===

Use your creativity for arranging your forced flowering branches. Look around your
home for a tall vase or container. Think outside the box and put a tall vase in a tall
basket or maybe a tall metal container. Make sure that the container is tall and sturdy enough to handle the
weight of the branches and not tip over.
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Here is a short list of great shrubs and trees to prune for forcing indoors:

Dogwood

Flowering Cherry, Pear or Plum

Flowering Quince

Forsythia

Fruit Trees like Apple, Cherry, Crabapple, Peach, Plum

Lilac, Magnolia, Pussy Willow, Rhodies and Azaleas and Witch hazel

Some trees also offer beautiful bark, like maple or birch. Experiment and have fun! Keep
winter at bay with flowering branches in your home.
Spring will eventually be here.



